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What we will cover today

* Introductions
* About CourtWatch London
* About the magistrates’ courts
* The courtwatcher role
* BREAK
* Navigating the magistrates’ court
* Q&A with guest speaker
* Volunteer wellbeing
* Communications
* Photo!
* Finish
NB Please complete the volunteer survey sent to you by email. Thank you!

linktr.ee/courtwatchlondon
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About CourtWatch

London




For a fair, ey
open, and

compassionate
justice system.

Transform
Justice
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CourtWatch London - our aims

Normalise community presence in London magistrates’ courts
Gather evidence on what’s working and what’s not working in our
magistrates’ courts

Show policy makers what the public think of the justice served there

Make our magistrates’ courts fairer, more just and more accountable
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The story so far
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What is a magistrates’ court?

Lowest criminal court

95% of all criminal court
cases end in the magistrates’
court
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Over 1 million cases per year

Most people plead guilty

No juries
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Types of cases in a magistrates’ court

Summary only

Drink driving

Theft from a shop

Common assault

Threatening words & behaviour
Criminal damage

Triable either way

Burglary

Supply drugs

Affray

Actual bodily harm
Possession of a bladed article
Assault emergency worker

Indictable only

Grievous bodily harm
Rape
Murder
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Who’s who in
a magistrates’
court?

Key: BWitness B Magistrates Clerk of the court
Lawyers for the prosecution and the defence
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Types of hearings in a magistrates’ court

« Plea entry

« Bail/remand

« Trial

« Sentencing

« First appearance

« Single justice procedure-related hearings
« Other

 Questions?
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About the courtwatching role

As a courtwatcher you will -

e Visit a London magistrates’ court on any

weekday or Saturday morning

e oObserve criminal hearings

o write down what happens

e send us your notes afterwards

e courtwatch for a minimum of two days
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Courthouse
security
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lists
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Court
helpdesk

v Y

= / \
i T I
\\\\ tig ¥
\\.‘ / \ \...w\\\ : / \
& /-7 y =

e
=
b—
=
(=3
(<
L

C®URTWATCH
LONDON



Public \nformat\on

Rules for the
public gallery

Iribunal ryles - | —

hat You ca \
S €annot brin, ) th 3 Cousts
8 Into the hearlng rooms " Tribune .~7e ¥

W

- acilities in this building

‘ese Tacilities ate avaitable in this bilging 1.

users, Please ask ame mber of staff i you e

therr
B Hearing rooms finea N
IV . R
¥ N h £ | portable heaning kop o
——_ Nophotosorvideo |
= ‘ Ay
It is an offence to take unauthorised photos | IR s % »
or record video anywhere in the building. Audio. | E“ E‘ LJ e
recordings are not allowed in hearings rooms

Food and drink

d to bring food

You are
%g or drink into the hearing rooms
t Respect
1 ice Expect Inspec

otk i lpase vist
For more (formation about facilties in this b e

courttribunalfinder service.gov.uk

- _Justice matters
jentering-court or-tribunal-building
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Audibility
problems
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Navigating the magistrates’ court - continued

e Court timings
e Reporting restrictions

e Engaging with other people in the court
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What are your
concerns or

questions?
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Q&A with
guest speaker
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Volunteer wellbeing

Taking care of yourself
Fortnightly (optional) online check-ins open to all volunteers
Email us if you have an issue/question in the meantime

If urgent and in working hours contact us on WhatsApp
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Courtwatch London communications

CourtWatch London
@CourtWatchLDN

«« [].COURTWATCHING BEGINS i ¢+

e Social media guidance
e How you can get involved
e Follow us on @CourtWatchLDN

—

Inside Croydon g

Milestone alert! This week our first tranche Volunteers wanted to make sure

NEWS | UK

Court staff 'do not understand
spirit of open justice' as public
thrown out of hearings, report
reveals

Members of the public say they face ‘hostility’ at court and have been blocked

from watching trials

COURTWATCH HAS CALLED FOR A MAJOR OVERHAUL OF OPEN JUSTICE MEASURES
IN MAGISTRATES COURT

of volunteers completed courtwatching
training and started visiting courts.
Courtwatchers will be observing London
magistrates’ courts until the end of this
year.

What are courtwatchers seeing so far? *,
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I'M A COURTWATCHER BECAUSE...

I’'m eager to shed light on the
decisions which are impacting real
people and communities every day,
often behind closed doors.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT — @ @

justice is seen to be done
@ insidecroydon 1 month ago

A public-interest charity is recruiting
volunteers to become the eyes and ears of their
community in Croydon’s courts.

Enjoy your day in court: Transform Justice wants you

to volunteer as an observer
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Next steps
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Next training session will cover:

« Talking through the forms

« How to upload your notes afterwards
« Travel and lunch expenses process

* Your first courtwatch
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