
Welcome 
courtwatchers!
Volunteer training slides



Introductions



What we will cover today

• Introductions

• About CourtWatch London

• About the magistrates’ courts

• The courtwatcher role 

• BREAK 

• Navigating the magistrates’ court

• Q&A with guest speaker

• Volunteer wellbeing

• Communications

• Photo!

• Finish

NB Please complete the volunteer survey sent to you by email. Thank you!

linktr.ee/courtwatchlondon



About CourtWatch 
London





CourtWatch London - our aims

● Normalise community presence in London magistrates’ courts

● Gather evidence on what’s working and what’s not working in our 

magistrates’ courts  

● Show policy makers what the public think of the justice served there

● Make our magistrates’ courts fairer, more just and more accountable 



The story so far



What is a 
magistrates’ court?



What is a magistrates’ court?

● Lowest criminal court

● 95% of all criminal court 
cases end in the magistrates’ 
court

● Over 1 million cases per year

● Most people plead guilty 

● No juries



Types of cases in a magistrates’ court

Drink driving
Theft from a shop
Common assault
Threatening words & behaviour
Criminal damage

Summary only

Burglary
Supply drugs
Affray
Actual bodily harm
Possession of a bladed article
Assault emergency worker

Triable either way

Grievous bodily harm
Rape
Murder

Indictable only



Who’s who in 
a magistrates’ 

court?



Types of hearings in a magistrates’ court

• Plea entry

• Bail/remand

• Trial

• Sentencing

• First appearance

• Single justice procedure-related hearings

• Other

• Questions?



The courtwatching 
role



About the courtwatching role

As a courtwatcher you will -

● visit a London magistrates’ court on any 

weekday or Saturday morning

● observe criminal hearings 

● write down what happens 

● send us your notes afterwards 

● courtwatch for a minimum of two days 



Break



Navigating the 
courtroom 



Courthouse 
security



Court 
lists



Court

helpdesk



Rules for the 
public gallery



Audibility 
problems



Navigating the magistrates’ court - continued

● Court timings

● Reporting restrictions 

● Engaging with other people in the court



What are your 
concerns or 
questions? 



Q&A with 
guest speaker



Volunteer wellbeing 

● Taking care of yourself

● Fortnightly (optional) online check-ins open to all volunteers

● Email us if you have an issue/question in the meantime 

● If urgent and in working hours contact us on WhatsApp 



● Social media guidance
● How you can get involved 
● Follow us on @CourtWatchLDN 

Courtwatch London communications



Next steps

Next training session will cover:

• Talking through the forms

• How to upload your notes afterwards

• Travel and lunch expenses process 

• Your first courtwatch 



Thank you! 


